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William Zanzinger killed poor Hattie Carroll
With a cane that he twirled around his diamond ring finger
At a Baltimore hotel society gath'rin'.
And the cops were called in and his weapon took from him
As they rode him in custody down to the station
And booked William Zanzinger for first-degree murder.
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The thought of death sits easy on the man
Who has been born and dies among the mountains.
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You who philosophize disgrace and criticize all fears

Take the rag away from your face.

Now ain't the time for your tears.
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Hattie Carroll was a maid in the kitchen,
she was b1-years old,
had given birth to ten children.
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And never sat once at the head of the table
And didn't even talk to the people at the table
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Got killed by a blow, lay slain by a cane
That sailed through the air and came down through the room,
Doomed and determined to destroy all the gentle.
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Take the rag away from your face.
Now ain't the time for your tears.
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